
 

DMAR MARKET TRENDS | DECEMBER 2025  
© 2026 COPYRIGHT | All rights reserved to the Denver Metro Association of Realtors®, The Voice of Real Estate® in the Denver Metro Area.                                                                                                  2 

#DMARstats  

Market Overview  



 

DMAR MARKET TRENDS | DECEMBER 2025  
© 2026 COPYRIGHT | All rights reserved to the Denver Metro Association of Realtors®, The Voice of Real Estate® in the Denver Metro Area.                                                                                                  3 

#DMARstats  

Realtor ®  Insights:  

• Many first - time buyers are taking a long - term approach, starting to plan  now 

with the intention of purchasing in mid - 2026. It ’s a strong reminder that it is 
never too early to begin preparing.  

• Buyers are enthusiastically touring homes and are eager to purchase the right 

one. However, the abundance of available inventory is significantly prolonging 
their decision - making process.   

• Over the past year, the number of agents skipping showing feedback has sky-

rocketed, despite the fact that timely feedback is essential for every listing. 
After a cooperating broker has been granted access to tour a home, the mini-
mum professional courtesy is to inform the listing agent whether their client 
has interest.  

• Due to the shift in inventory and the increased length of time homes were 

taking to sell in 2025, many homeowners “took a break ” from selling, removing 
their homes from the market with plans to return in early 2026. Combined with 
the traditional increase in inventory at the end of the first quarter each year, 
this could result in a buyers ’ market and a slight cool down in home prices.    

Local News:  

• Denver is one of the test cities Google is targeting to introduce its MLS -

powered home listings directly into search results, creating new competition 
for Zillow and other real estate portals.  

• Denver ’s minimum wage rises to $19.29 starting in January 2026, making it 

one of the highest minimum wages in the country.  

• Economists project Colorado job growth of approximately 0.6 percent in 

2026, with modest GDP gains. While this outlook keeps the state out of reces-
sion, it limits overall momentum. For housing, this suggests steady buyer de-
mand rather than a surge, supporting market stability and calmer price appre-
ciation.  

• Colorado homeowners' insurance premiums have climbed roughly 137 per-

cent over the past decade due to heightened hail and wildfire risk, driving up 
monthly ownership costs. Higher insurance expenses strain affordability, re-
ducing buyer purchasing power and potentially shifting demand toward lower -
cost homes or locations.  

• The Alder, a newly constructed 300 - unit multifamily community in the Denver 

area, has been acquired by global asset management firm Legal & General for 
$97.2 million from Century Living. The acquisition marks Legal & General ’s 
fourth multifamily purchase in the past 12 months.  

• Denver City Council unanimously approved Regis University ’s plan to rezone a 

24 - acre parcel adjacent to its North Denver campus, clearing the way for a 
mixed - use development with buildings up to 95 feet tall. The proposed project 
includes multifamily housing, office space and retail uses.  

• While Denver is home to several artist residency programs, none have tradi-

tionally included on - site housing, until now. RiNo ’s FLORA apartment building 

is launching a new residency that grants one artist a furnished luxury pent-
house overlooking the Platte River, along with dedicated project space, a sti-
pend and built - in collaboration opportunities with Denver creatives. Applica-
tions are now open, with the selected artist to be announced in early 2026.  

National News: . 

• For its 2026 Color of the Year, Pantone chose Cloud Dancer , describing it as 

“billowy, balanced and ethereal. ” The internet, however, collectively scratched 
its head and responded, “But it ’s just white. ” 

• The vast majority of homeowners are still well ahead financially. According to 

Zillow, only about four percent of homes are worth less than their original 
purchase price, meaning 96 percent of homeowners are still in a positive equi-
ty position. Nationally, home prices are up nearly 49 percent over the past five 
years, with double - digit appreciation across almost every market.  

• Multigenerational homes continue to attract buyers. According to the National 

Association of Realtors® ’ (NAR) November Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers,  
14 percent of buyers purchased a multigenerational home in 2024. The prima-
ry reasons cited were caring for aging parents and adult children moving back 
into their parents ’ homes.  

• House - flipping activity nationwide continues to decline, with 297,885 flips in 

2024, down 7.7 percent from 2023 and 32.4 percent from 2022.  

• NAR ’s Housing Hot Spots report analyzed 10 key factors nationwide and identi-

fied the following metro areas as offering meaningful opportunities for home-
buyers and agents heading into 2026: Charleston, South Carolina; Charlotte, 
North Carolina – South Carolina; Columbus, Ohio; Indianapolis, Indiana; Jack-
sonville, Florida; Minneapolis – St. Paul, Minnesota – Wisconsin; Raleigh, North 
Carolina; Richmond, Virginia; Salt Lake City, Utah and Spokane, Washington.  

• According to Lennar ’s CEO, the company cut prices over 10 percent last quar-

ter to address affordability challenges, relying on buyer incentives while ac-
cepting lower profit margins.  

Quick Stats:  

• Average active listings for December are 11,839 (1985 – 2024).  

• The record - high December was 2007 with 24,603 listings, while the record -

low was set in 2021 with just 1,477 listings.  

• Historically, active listings decline an average of 18.44 percent from November 

to December. This year ’s decrease of 27.59 percent is steeper than the long -
term seasonal norm but is consistent with the 10 - year average decline of 
26.04 percent.  

Market Highlights  
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December Data Year - to - Date | 2025 to 2021  
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Market Trends  
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Properties Sold for $1 Million or More  
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Properties Sold Between $750,000 and $999,999  
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Properties Sold Between $500,000 and $749,999  
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Active Listings: The number of properties available for sale at the 
end of a reported period. The availability of homes for sale has a 
big impact on supply and demand dynamics and home prices.    

Attached Home: A structure that shares a common wall or walls 
with another unit. Examples include townhomes, condominiums, 
row houses, apartment buildings and high - rise residential towers.  

Average Close Price: A sum of all home sales prices divided by 
the total number of sales. Not considered the most accurate 
gauge since data from the high - end can easily skew the results.  

Closed  Listings: A measure of home sales that sold and closed 
during the reported period.  

Detached Home (also called a single - family home): A single -
family home that sits on its own lot and does not share any walls 
with another home or building. Basically, this is another term for 
your traditional stand - alone house or single - family home.  

Median Close Price: A measure of home values in a market area 
where 50 percent of activity was higher and 50 percent was lower 
than this price point. This method is preferred because it's more 
insulated from outlying activity occurring at either tail end of the 
market.  

Months of Inventory (MOI): A measure of how balanced the 
market is between buyers and sellers. It is expressed as the num-
ber of months it would hypothetically take to sell through all the 
available homes for sale currently, given current levels of home 
sales. A balanced market ranges from four to six months of sup-
ply. A buyer ’s market has a higher number and a seller ’s market 
has a lower number.     

New Listings: The number of properties which became available 

during the reported period.  

Pending: The number of listings that were changed status from 
“active ” to “pending ” at the end of the reported period. Pending 
listings are counted at the end of the reported period. Each listing 
can only be counted one time. If a listing goes to pending, out of 
pending, then back to pending all in one reported period, the list-
ing would only be counted once. This is the most real - time 
measure possible for homebuyer activity, as it measures signed 
contracts on sales rather than the actual closed sale. As such, it is 
called a “leading indicator ” of buyer demand.  

REcolorado: Colorado's largest Multiple Listing Service (MLS) and 
the source data for the DMAR Market Trends Report.  

RentalBeast: Rental Beast is the National Association of Real-
tors® ’ exclusive recommended software provider in the rental 
space. With a cutting - edge platform designed to empower real 
estate professionals, and the nation's most comprehensive data-
base of more than 10 million rental properties, Rental Beast pro-
vides Realtors® with rental - centric tools simplifying every aspect 
of the rental process and is the source of rental data for the 
DMAR Market Trends Report.  

Residential: Represents the overall housing market, which in-
cludes activity of detached single - family homes as well as at-
tached homes.  

 

 

Click Here for Full Glossary >>   

Glossary  

https://www.dmarealtors.com/glossary



